











ith 15 years in the accounting
Wﬁeld and 8 years of experience

working as a CPA in industry,
Sam Barby is continuing on the path
toward a successful career. Barby re-
ceived a Bachelor’s degree in accounting
(with a minor in management informa-
tion systems) from the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire in 1993 and an MBA
from UW-Eau Claire in 2003. He’s gained
varied industry experience, working as a
controller for Midwest Manufacturing, a
division of Menards, and now as a finan-
cial analyst at Jacob Leinenkugel Brewing
Co. in Chippewa Falls.

Amy Gaeth, director of PR/Communica-
tions, recently interviewed the Eau Claire
native about his decision to become a
CPA, the benefits of working in industry,
and the opportunities ahead for future
CPAs.

@: Why did you become a CPA?

A: I felt becoming a CPA would give

me a competitive advantage for future
employment opportunities. Coincidently
enough (or not), within two months after
passing the CPA Exam I was hired to work
at Leinenkugel's.

Q: What do you enjoy most
about your current position
(at Leinenkugel's)?
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Age: 37

Title: financial analyst

Employer: Jacob Leinenkugel
Brewing Company,
Chippewa Falls

First job: paper carrier

Career influencer/mentor:
Professors Roger Selin and
Michael Wilson guided me
through the accounting

By Amy E. Gaeth

A: When I joined Leinenkugel’s I was
doing more entry-level tasks. However,

I wanted to get a better understanding

of the overall business process flow from
beginning to end and my MBA helped me
gain this perspective. As I've gained more
experience, | can now more easily identify
potential gaps, troubleshoot and find solu-
tions.

Q: Describe a typical
day at Leinenkugel's?

A: I'm very involved in the monthly re-
porting activities. A significant part of the
first half of the month is spent analyzing
the prior month-end results and figuring
out why things happen the way they do
and trying to explain what happened.

I'm also the employee benefits adminis-
trator for the Chippewa Falls location. I
serve as the liaison between the corporate
office in Milwaukee and our local office.

I assist people here with their benefits
changes and respond to their questions
and concerns.

Q: How do you identify
opportunities for your company?

A: Tlook for trends, whether it’s a devia-
tion in the budget (favorable or unfavor-
able) or analyzing profits/losses. I try

to understand why the results may be
different from what was expected and

curriculum at UW-Eau Claire
and helped confirm that

I was making the right

career choice.

Growing up, | wanted to be:
a football player

Civic involvement/hobbies:
Volunteered as the assistant
coach for his daughter’s soft-
ball team and assisted with
coaching his son’s tee ball
team. Barby also enjoys play-
ing softball in the summer.

whether there is an opportunity to expand
favorable results or minimize unfavorable
results for future periods.

Q: How do your skills and/or
training as a CPA assist you in adding
value to your employer?

A: I'm technically aware of the accounting
laws and best practices. For example, as
the company was implementing Sarbanes-
Oxley, I assisted in making sure that the
proper procedures were followed. Also,
when we have an internal audit, [ help
make sure that proper best practices are
followed (and maintained after the audit)
and potential weaknesses are identified.

Q: What are the two biggest opportuni-
ties or challenges you think CPAs will
face in the next five years?

A: As Baby Boomers retire, there could

be a gap in the experienced workforce. I
don’t know if that means that seasoned
professionals will be in higher demand
and wages will increase or if companies
will be forced to outsource to other coun-
tries. Regardless of the outcome, there will
be a big opportunity for current college
students and prospective grads to really
flourish in the accounting field.

Sarbanes-Oxley compliance will likely be
an ongoing challenge for CPAs.
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